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We, the magazine staff,
have a mission regarding you, the reader: to
encourage you on your
Christian walk and to
strengthen you through
articles, answers, and
more about God’s very
special plan for you.
By submitting letters
and other materials to
Mighty Arrows Magazine, you agree that the
materials submitted are
the property of Mighty
Arrows Magazine and
will not be returned, and
you agree that Mighty
Arrows Magazine, its
assigns and licensees,
have been granted the
non-exclusive right to
use and/or reproduce
the materials in any
manner and for any
purposes.
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I pray that each of you achieves all your goals in pursuit of your dreams and a life of purpose,
accomplishments, and prosperity. Nonetheless, I invite you to seriously consider where your
journey will lead. In every stage of life, one strives for self-improvement, usually demarcated
by some material upgrades—a bigger house, a nicer car, and other features that add comfort
and maybe even a signal of upward status mobility. There is nothing wrong with progress and
ambition. However, these things are neither the target nor the means to the critical goal.
This edition of the Mighty Arrows Magazine will provide something more significant for you
to ponder along with your aspirations. Where is your citizenship? Whether you are a college
student, young professional, married with a family, or single, attentiveness to your desired
ultimate citizenship will frame the path of your journey and assess whether you have indeed
attained success, whatever you declare it to be. Chart you own course.
As Christians, a different terrain with distinct routes and deliberate variables drives our
passions aversive to worldly fascination. Our lives are Christ-focused and Christ-centered. Our
journey is toward that place—the place, which He went to prepare for us is to be with Him (cf.
John 14:3). Thus, all vanities in the world will surmount to rubbish, but our citizenship with Christ
will be everlasting.
God bless you,

Bishop Youssef
Bishop, Coptic Orthodox Diocese of the Southern United States

H.G. Bishop Youssef’s Personal Official
Pages & Accounts ~ Follow, Like, Share ~

Channel!

youtube.com/user/BishopYoussef

soundcloud.com/
his-grace-bishop-youssef/tracks

instagram.com/bishopyoussef/

facebook.com/bishopyoussef.suscopts/
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A story of a modern day saint

A New Star in the Galax y of the Martyrs

F

ather Mina Abood
is another new
addition born to
be added to the
cloud of martyrs
and to enlighten
this article. Saleeb Abood was
born in Aswan in 1974. He
received his education in Aswan,
but then moved to Cairo and
joined Ain Shams University,
Faculty of Commerce. After his
university studies, he worked
at a company and eventually
as an auditor in a school.
He loved the church hymns
and music in general. Saleeb had
a remarkably angelic resounding
voice, and his spiritual life
conformed to his character.
Joining St. Mary’s Church in
Ameereya, he instituted a choir
of deacons and named that choir
after St. Stephen. His great love
for service drove him to start a
school. In 2006, he aff iliated the
school to the church and named
it also after St. Stephen, with
the goal of teaching the Coptic
Church hymns and rituals. He
married a saintly woman who
assisted him in his service with
her godliness and understanding.
He had two daughters named
Verena and Youstina. Due to
his saintly reputation, he was
nominated for the priesthood
4
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By Salama B. Salama
by the congregation of St. Mary,
where he was serving. However, the
will of God proved otherwise, and
he was ordained as Father Mina
to serve at St. Mina’s Church in
Masaeed, Al Areesh, as presbyter
with full pastoral responsibilities,
as well as the duties of the diocese
secretariat. His ordination took
place on the third of March 2012 by
Bishop Kyrillos Ava Mina, Bishop
of St. Mina’s Monastery, and Bishop
Qozman, Bishop of Northern Sinai.

Father Mina was exemplary in
his humility, love, and kindness. He
was always ready to serve anyone.
He made Father Yostos El Antony
his role model. He participated in
Mahragan Al Keraza and served
in the Youth Bishopric, and wrote
the hymns curriculum for them.
His love for the Lord Jesus Christ
and His Church granted that he
would shed his blood at the church
gate while he was still in his service
attire on the f ifth of July 2013,
just one year after his ordination.
His wife participated in the
pure portrait of her husband by
choosing white as the color of her
attire, a symbol of the martyrs who
have washed and whitened their
clothes in the blood of the Lamb.
Father Mina’s favorite song was
“My true home is in Heaven.” At
his funeral, Bishop Mousa addressed
him saying, “You have received

three crowns: that
priesthood,
and
Remember us,
beloved
saint
before the throne

of deaconship,
martyrdom.”
Father Mina,
and
martyr,
of the King.

Photo Credit:
• Fr. Mina Aboud, Syriac Orthodox Church of Antioch
- Archdiocese of the Western United States - http://
w w w.soc-wus.org/2013/76201310040.htm
• Fr. Mina Aboud -https://w w w.pinterest.
com/pin/517632550899657459/
• Pope Receives Family of Father Mina Aboud at First
Anniversar y of his Mart yrdom -http://w w w.coptsunited.com/English/Details.php?I=1155& A=14934

Requirements for a heavenly citizenship

Our Eyes Are Upon You

By Germene and Mariam Guirgis
“Now it came to pass… that
He
was
parted
from
them
and carried up into heaven.” 1

I

would like to make an introduction
before I delve into this issue’s
topic as it justif ies why we seek
to have a heavenly citizenship. When
God f irst created Adam, He used to
talk with him continuously. Adam
was in a good relationship with his
creator and lacked nothing. God gave
Adam honor and authority over all
earthly creation that was brought to
existence for him, but Adam chose to
listen to the devil’s counsel, forfeiting
the Lord’s. He, thus, fell into sin and
made room in his heart for the enemy.
Consequently, God cursed the earth
and all that is in it, and He punished
Adam and his wife by expelling
them from the garden of Eden.
In his absence from God, Adam
felt bitterness. He saw injustice, the
shedding of blood, weariness, and
a land that did not yield its fruits.
These were ugly feelings he had not
previously known. Adam longed for
His creator, the One who gave him
everything and kept nothing from
him, except for that tree, to test
Adam’s obedience and his love for
God. Instead of personally talking
to man, as He was accustomed, God
began sending His word through His
prophets, explaining the need for
atonement in order to have a lasting

relationship with Him. He made it
clear that salvation comes with the
shedding of blood when He clothed

Adam and Eve with tunics of skin. 2

Adam and his descendants
awaited this salvation that would
f ix the relationship between man
and God. The prophecies pointed
to the coming of a Savior and were
fulf illed by the coming of the Lord
of glory, Jesus Christ. The Divine
came in the f lesh, from heaven to
earth, and fulf illed the economy of
salvation and God’s intention for
justice through offering His life for
mankind. Consequently, through
His divinity and humanity, He was
able to redeem man to the Creator
again, but in a new form, a new
creation, a glorif ied body, a heavenly
nature. Jesus Christ arose with this
new glorif ied body, which He will
bestow on us for that new life in
heaven—not an earthly life but a
heavenly life. That is why we have
to put on this new glorif ied body.
In order to be able to put on
this new nature, to live in heaven,
we have to have this heavenly
citizenship. There are requirements
for this heavenly citizenship, just
as is the case when obtaining the
citizenship of any earthly country.
The f irst of these is to love the
Lord your God with all your heart,
soul and strength. 3 Second is to

believe in Christ the Savior who
took what is ours, gave us what is
His, and fulf illed God’s justice, for
He said, “He who believes in Me

has everlasting life.”4 Third is to be
baptized with the Holy Spirit, which
is the heavenly seal. This is the door
that gives us the blessing of being

part of the heavenly family. 5 Your
life here on earth should also be
of a sacred conduct, a conduct that
bef its being a resident of heaven.
“Walk in the Spirit, and you shall

not fulf ill the lust of the f lesh.”6
Follow the Lord’s commandments
and do not “turn aside to the right

hand or to the left” 7 from it. Forgive
your brother so that you may be
forgiven. Live in chastity, purity of
heart, and a life of thoroughness.
Live your life as a stranger here
on earth, looking forward to the
eternal home–that home for which
we are longing and upon which
our eyes gaze. Be prepared, not
just every day, but every moment,
for the coming of the Bridegroom.
May the Lord help us to
achieve this permanent, heavenly
citizenship. To Him is the
glory, now and forever. Amen.
1
2
3
4
6
7

Luke 24:51.
Genesis 3.
Deuteronomy 6:5.
John 6:47.5 John 3:5.
Galatians 5:16.
Deuteronomy 17:11.
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By Suzy Bishara

Citizenship in Heaven

By faith we know we do not belong on earth but are citizens of Heaven.

M

igration
has
been
associated
with
the
relocation
in
search
of a better life. We are unsure of
how migration took its course in
undocumented history, but it can
be assumed that the primitive
human migrated in search of
more resources when a locale
had been exhausted. This is the
earthly migration; it is focused on
essential needs, but it is not the
only reason for migration. Other
reasons include being rejected
from society or rejecting a society.
The following paragraphs are
going to discuss two specif ic
examples of migration, the f irst
is Abraham, and the second is St.
John the Baptist. Abraham is one of
the prominent men who migrated.
Genesis Chapter 12, verses 1-5, tells
us that the Lord commanded Abram
(before God changed his name to
Abraham) to leave his land to go to
the land He had for him. The Lord
told Abram that He would make
of Abram a great nation and he
would be blessed. Then, at seventyf ive years of age, Abram departed
according to God’s commandment.
When discussing the passage
above, and being aware that our
generation is obsessed with age, I
would like to point out that Abram
moved when he was seventy f ive,
an age that, when some reach
nowadays think that they are two
steps away from their grave, but
regardless, it is a tangent that I
would not want to pursue. So,

6
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Abram departed as he was instructed
and there was no other apparent
reason that would cause him to leave
his comfort zone and delve into the
unknown. It may be overarching, but
this unknown could be paralleled
with the unknown that we expect
beyond death. Here, Abram believes
God that the unknown is better than
his current state, but for us, do we
truly believe that the unknown is
better than our current state? We can
never be sure of our f inal destination,
but are we consumed with our current
life or the one beyond the grave? If
we truly believe the words of the
Gospel accounts, then we would
observe them, not just in the essential
instructions, but also apply the f irst
essential rule of loving everyone as
much as ourselves, and maybe more
as much as each person’s ability. If
this ability is insuff icient, it could be
requested as the apostles requested
faith from Jesus in Luke 17:5.
The second migration that will be
discussed is that of John the Baptist.
For him, we know it happened when
Herod ordered the killing of the
male infants under the age of two
in Matthew 2:16. There have been
accounts on how it happened, but,
again, that would be a tangent. Thus,
it will be understood that St. John the
Baptist migrated at the age of two.
Now, that is a striking age difference
in relation to that of Abraham, and
what kind of two year old can live
in the wilderness on his own? A
remarkable one for sure! A brief
attempt will be made to compare St.
John’s life before and after moving.

Pre-moving, St. John was at home
with his parents, probably having a
nice childhood and being pampered
as his parents spent many years
without children. Contrast this
with a life in the wilderness on his
own. We could ask any child at the
age of two what they would prefer,
and I am sure we could infer the
answer. Nonetheless, St. John was
destined for something greater, and
he probably knew it. Thus, all these
hardships were overlooked in the
goal of supporting the Messiah. I
would like to suggest that St. John
was not preaching for his own
purpose or glory and this can be
supported by his statement in John
3:30 saying, “He must increase,
while I must decrease.” From this,
we know that although he has a high
rank in heaven, the rank was not his
motivation, but it was granted as he
solely dedicated his life in support
of the Messiah while denying his
own existence on many levels,
culminating in his martyrdom as a
result of his rejection of injustice.
The above two examples identify
two individuals who attained high
citizenship in heaven. We have
known of their lives since childhood
and yet probably regarded it as
part of a distant reality, and it may
be. Our lives could have a totally
different direction than that of the
two of them, but in essence, life
has to be based on faith conf irming
that,
although
we
currently
reside on earth, we aspire for a
long-term citizenship in heaven.

“A Citizen of No Mean City” 1

By David W. T. Brattston

A

lthough citizens of
heaven,
Christians
reside a long time on
earth. A Christian
in the second century A.D.
described how believers of his
day lived productively in one
place while loyal to another.
Their activities and attitudes
were not so different from our
own day, including coping with
maltreatment.
An unnamed Christian wrote
to a pagan named Diognetus,
who had asked what sort of God
do Christians trust and what
form of religion do they observe,
such that they look down upon
the world, despise death, neither
reverence pagan gods nor
practice Jewish worship, and love
one another. Diognetus might
have been a tutor of the Roman
Emperor Marcus Aurelius who
lived from 121 to 180 AD.
A translation of Chapters 5
and 6 is as follows:
Chapter 5: Christians are
distinguished from other men
neither by country, nor language,
nor by the customs that they
observe. For they neither inhabit
cities of their own, nor employ
a peculiar form of speech, nor
lead a life which is marked out
by any singularity. The course
of conduct which they follow
has not been devised by any
speculation or deliberation of
inquisitive men; nor do they, like
some, proclaim themselves the
advocates of any merely human
doctrines. But, inhabiting Greek
as well as barbarian cities,

Citizenship in one place while residing in another.

according as the lot of each of them
has determined, and following the
customs of the natives in respect to
clothing, food, and the rest of their
ordinary conduct, they display to
us their wonderful and confessedly
striking method of life. They dwell
in their own countries, but simply as
sojourners. As citizens, they share in
all things with others, and yet endure
all things as if foreigners. Every
foreign land is to them as their native
country and every land of their birth
as a land of strangers. They marry, as
do all others; they beget children, but
they do not destroy their offspring.
They have a common table but not a
common bed. They are in the f lesh,
but they do not live after the f lesh.
They pass their days on earth, but
they are citizens of heaven. They
obey the prescribed laws and, at
the same time, surpass the laws by
their lives. They love all men and are
persecuted by all. They are unknown
and condemned; they are put to
death and restored to life. They are
poor, yet make many rich; they are
in lack of all things, and yet abound
in all; they are dishonored, and yet,
in their very dishonor, are glorif ied.
They are spoken of in evil terms, and
yet are justif ied; they are reviled,
but they bless; they are insulted and
repay the insult with honor; they do
good, yet are punished as evil-doers.
When punished, they rejoice as if
quickened into life; they are assailed
by the Jews as foreigners, and are
persecuted by the Greeks; yet those
who hate them are unable to assign
any reason for their hatred.
Chapter 6: To sum up all in one
word: what the soul is in the body,
that are Christians in the world.

The soul is dispersed through all the
members of the body, and Christians
are scattered throughout all the
cities of the world. The soul dwells
in the body, yet is not of the body,
and Christians dwell in the world,
yet are not of the world. The invisible
soul is guarded by the visible body,
and Christians are known indeed to
be in the world, but their godliness
remains invisible. The f lesh hates
the soul and wars against it, though
itself suffering no injury because it is
prevented from enjoying pleasures;
the world also hates the Christians,
though are in nowise injured because
they abjure pleasures. The soul loves
the f lesh that hates it and loves also
the members; Christians, likewise,
love those that hate them. The soul is
imprisoned in the body, yet preserves
that very body, and Christians are
conf ined in the world as in a prison,
and yet, they are the preservers of the
world. The immortal soul dwells in
a mortal tabernacle, and Christians
dwell as sojourners in corruptible
bodies, looking for an incorruptible
dwelling in the heavens. The soul,
when but ill-provided with food and
drink, becomes better; in like manner,
the Christians, though subjected day
by day to punishment, increase the
more in number. God has assigned
them this illustrious position, which
it is unlawful for them to forsake.
1 Acts 21:39.
2 Letter to Diognetus, translated in The
Ante-Nicene Fathers: Translations of The
Writings of the Fathers down to A.D. 325, edited
by Alexander Roberts and James Donaldson.
American reprint ed. by A. Cleveland Coxe
(Buffalo, NY: Christian Literature Publishing
Co., 1885-96; continuously reprinted Grand
Rapids, MI: Wm. B. Eerdmans; Peabody, MA:
Hendrickson) volume 1 pages 26-27 chapters
5-6.
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By H.G. Bishop Youssef
Special Featured Article

Roadmap to the Kingdom in Eight Steps

T

he “Sermon on the
Mount” in the Holy
Gospel
according
Saint
Matthew,
Chapter 5, is the
greatest homily of all time. The
beatitudes compose a roadmap
for the journey to heaven.
Following each step reveals
how one move leads to the next.
Each of the beatitudes consists
of a virtue, a description, and
a reward contingent upon
acquiring that specific feature.
The first and the eighth offer the
same reward—the kingdom of
heaven. How can this be if this
is a journey of sequential steps?
The journey begins by taking the
first step toward the kingdom
of heaven, and the last step, the
sojourner arrives and secures it.
The objective is set from the
start. This is reminiscent of
Saint Paul’s message of staying
focused on the goal, “I have
fought the good fight, I have
finished the race, I have kept
the faith” (2 Timothy 4:7).

“Blessed are the poor in
spirit, for theirs is the kingdom
of heaven.” Who are the poor

8
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in spirit? Poverty means lacking.
Being financially poor identifies
one as having insufficient
financial resources. Thus, being
poor in spirit should follow the
same logic and presume that
one is lacking in spirituality or
possesses insufficient spiritual
characteristics. However, that is
not what our Lord Jesus Christ
meant by this very crucial step
when embarking on a successful
journey toward heaven. The first
step is to discover one’s own
spiritual scarcity. Those who
do not think they have needs
are most desperately spiritually
bankrupt. Christ forewarned
the
self-righteous
religious
establishment that sinners will
enter into heaven before them
because sinners acknowledged
their weaknesses and their
poverty
(Matthew
21:31).
Sinners discovered that they need
Christ in their lives. That is how
the journey begins. The church
of the Laodiceans is told that
they are wretched, naked, poor,
blind, and miserable, because
they were oblivious to their
pitiful arrogance (Revelation 3).

Saint Augustine, Saint Moses
the Strong, Zacchaeus the tax
collector, and the Samaritan
woman are just a few examples
of those who were likened to
Laodiceans in haughtiness.
When the Samaritan woman
discovered her poverty, she
yearned for this quenching
drink and abandoned her
pitcher to tell others about
Christ. Thus, poverty is not
a lack of material substances,
but rather, distance from
God’s grace. This will now
lead us to the next step.

“Blessed are those who
mourn, for they shall be
comforted.”
When
one
discovers his poverty, it is a
time for mourning. Saint Peter
denied Christ and lamented
over this great sin (Matthew
26:69-75; Mark 14:66-72;
Luke 22:54-62; John 18:1527). Judas also grieved his
betrayal of the Lord Jesus
for the few pieces of silver
for which he had sold Him.
There is a distinction between
two types of sorrow as Saint

Roadmap to the Kingdom in Eight Steps

Paul explained, “For godly sorrow
produces repentance leading to
salvation, not to be regretted; but
the sorrow of the world produces
death (2 Corinthians 7:10).” The
Holy Spirit initiates godly sorrow.
On the other hand, worldly sorrow
stems from one’s ego and pride.
Those suffering from worldly
sorrow cannot take responsibility
for their actions. It is not because
they are saddened that they hurt
Christ, but rather, their ego is
aff licted because their esteemed
reputation is tarnished. God will
comfort those who genuinely
repent and mourn for the sins they
committed just as He consoled
Saint Peter and restored him. Now,
it is time to move onto the next step.
Humility follows godly sorrow.

“Blessed are the meek , for
they shall inherit the earth.” The

step that follows godly sorrow is
humbleness. No longer steered
by an inf lated ego, one becomes
meek. Saint Paul questions,
“For who makes you differ from
another? And what do you have
that you did not receive? Now if
you did indeed receive it, why do
you boast as if you had not received
it?” (1 Corinthians 4:7). Whatever
goodness you have, you received
it from God. Why the arrogance?
The meek will inherit the earth.
All your accolades will dissipate.
Everyone feels comfortable dealing
with unpretentious people. The
humble have a place in everyone’s
heart. Wherever they go, they are
welcomed, accepted, and loved.
Thus, they will inherit the earth,
and the kingdom, too. Before his
conversion, Saint Moses the Strong

was feared because
he was a ruthless
gang leader. After his
conversion, he was
sought out for counsel.
Saint Paul persecuted
Christians before his
conversion; but after
his
transformation,
he traveled on three
missionary trips and
was even welcomed and
loved by the prisonkeeper. Do not worry.
Do not think that
when you discover your poverty,
you will be rejected. Rather, you
will inherit the earth. Now, you
are prepared for the next step.

“Blessed are those who hunger
and thirst for righteousness,
for they shall be filled.” When

one realizes he is hungry or
thirsty, he will ask. There are
two types of righteousness: (1)
Self-righteousness, (2) God’s
righteousness. When I deny my
own righteousness and ask God
to clothe me with His grace and
righteousness, then I will be
filled. Self-righteousness relies on
things like one’s own efforts, selfeffacement, service, and charitable
acts. Even if you succeeded for
while, you will still fail, until you
submit to God and ask for His
grace. It is like the miracle when
the disciples caught many fish,
“Master, we have toiled all night
and caught nothing; nevertheless
at Your word I will let down the
net” (Luke 5:5). Success cannot
be measured by one’s own efforts.
Real success is only attained

By H.G. Bishop Youssef

by God’s grace. No virtue can
be acquired unless one first
discovers his poverty. I must get
down on my knees in hunger
for
Christ’s
righteousness.
Though once a fierce advocate
for the Law, the transformed
Saint Paul asserts that all things
gained are counted as rubbish
in comparison and in exchange
for the knowledge of Christ and
God’s righteousness (Philippians
3:7-11). This will lead us to the
next step.

“Blessed are the merciful,
for they shall obtain mercy.”

Why does Christ give us His
righteousness? We cannot earn
it. It is because He is merciful.
God clothes us with the garments
of grace when we acknowledge
His mercies. God is exceedingly
rich in mercy and love. When
His mercies are always before
our eyes, our hearts will also be
merciful toward others. When
we become merciful toward
others, we will receive more
mercy from Him, and then again,
Fall 2016 Volume 15 No.4
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Roadmap to the Kingdom in Eight Steps

By H.G. Bishop Youssef

people that Christ loves
them. Christ is calling you
for the kingdom of heaven,
too. Transformation starts
in my heart. Hardness of
heart is blinding. When
one rids his heart of all
hardness, then his heart
will be pure. This leads us
to the sixth step.

acknowledge His mercies even
more, and again, become even
more merciful toward others, and
the pattern of transformation
will continue develop into the
virtue of mercifulness. If one’s
heart is hardened and lacks
compassion toward others, it is
because God’s mercies are not
appreciated in one’s own life.
If I realize Christ’s love and
forgiveness toward me, I will love
and forgive others. His love and
forgiveness will be reciprocated
in how I deal with others. Just as
He dropped charges against me,
I will dismiss grudges against
others. If I do not do this, then I
have not realized God’s mercies
toward me. The righteousness
and grace of Christ will transform
me. “I will give you a new heart
and put a new spirit within you;
I will take the heart of stone out
of your f lesh and give you a heart
of f lesh” (Ezekiel 36:26). God’s
grace and righteousness will
transform you as He transformed
Saint Paul from a persecutor of
Christians to a merciful, kind,
and compassionate hero who
traveled all over the world to tell
10
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“Blessed are the pure
in heart, for they shall
see God.” If someone is

wearing spotted glasses or if the
lenses are filled with vapor, his
vision will be impaired. When
the lenses are pure and clean,
he can see clearly. Likewise, the
heart is the spiritual eye, unlike
the eyes of the f lesh. When I get
rid of all impurity and hardness
through the righteousness of
Christ and God’s many mercies,
then my heart will be pure. Then,
I can see God. Many people say
they believe in God, but have
never experienced Him, have
never touched Him; they hear
about Him, but when they pray,
they feel nothing; when they
talk to Him, they hear nothing.
They wonder where He is. Their
inability to find God is because of
the impurities harbored in their
hearts that clutter the vision of
their spiritual eyes. When one’s
heart is pure, it will be easy to see
God, to hear Him, to touch Him,
to connect with Him. When I put
on the righteousness of Christ,
three things will happen: 1. My
heart will be merciful 2. My
heart will be pure and I can see
God in my life 3. I will be like
Christ. We are created in the
image and likeness of Christ. He

is the peacemaker. This will lead
us to the next step, which is to be
sons of God.

“Blessed are the peacemakers,
for they shall be called sons of
God.” I am transformed into
His image and likeness to be
like Him. The purpose of the
incarnation of the Son of God is
to transform us into His image—
in the likeness of His Son. Jesus
is our peace. The main way to be
like Christ is to be a peacemaker.
He reconciled us with God, the
Jews with the Gentiles, and the
person with himself. Thus, when
our hearts are merciful and pure,
then we will see God, and we,
too, will be peacemakers. Some
people are troublemakers. These
are not God’s children. Wherever
God’s children go, they bring
peace to that place. Satan will
never leave you and will try
to take Christ’s righteousness
away from you. Saint Paul was
persecuted because Satan was
very angry that Saint Paul’s life
was transformed. Thus, expect
to be persecuted and to face
hardships, trials, and tribulations
because Satan wants you to give
up Christ’s righteousness, which
is in you. Never give up. Endure,
even to martyrdom. Thus, the
last step now approaches.

“Blessed are those who are
persecuted for righteousness’
sake, for theirs is the kingdom
of heaven. Blessed are you when
they revile and persecute you,
and say all kinds of evil against
you falsely for My sake. Rejoice
and be exceedingly glad, for

Roadmap to the Kingdom in Eight Steps

great is your reward in heaven,
for so they persecuted the
prophets who were before you.”

The purpose of persecution is
to make you give up Christ’s
righteousness. We must know
how precious this gift is and
never part with it. It is better to
be killed and martyred than to
give up Christ’s righteousness
in us. Now, the journey toward
the kingdom of heaven comes
to an end. The journey starts by
discovering one’s own poverty,
but ends by receiving the
kingdom of heaven. Our Lord
Jesus Christ emphasized the
last beatitude so that you do not
worry nor feel sorry or have any
regrets. Rejoice! All the prophets
who put on the righteousness of
God were persecuted, but God
rewarded them.

“You are the salt of the earth;
but if the salt loses its flavor,
how shall it be seasoned? It is
then good for nothing but to
be thrown out and trampled
underfoot by men.” When we

hold strong to the righteousness
of Christ, in turn, we become
a salt to the earth—a f lavorful
seasoning for the earth. Salt
is a preservative. Christians
encompassing the righteousness
of Christ will preserve the
world from destruction because
Christians are peacemakers
between people and God and
bring people to Christ. That
is how we preserve the world.
If we, as the salt of the earth,
lose our purpose by losing the

By H.G. Bishop Youssef

righteousness of Christ,
then, we become merely
Christians by name.
This kind of tasteless
salt is good for nothing,
but to be thrown out.
Many mock Christians
when they do not ref lect
this savoring seasoning
because they neglected
the righteousness of
Christ.

“You are the light of
the world. A city that
is set on a hill cannot be hidden.
Nor do they light a lamp and
put it under a basket, but on a
lampstand, and it gives light
to all who are in the house. Let
your light so shine before men,
that they may see your good
works and glorify your Father
in heaven.” You are a light

not earn these good works. They
came from Christ. People will
see His light in you and glorify
your Father who is in heaven.
This is the focus of our journey
toward the kingdom of heaven.
Start now by taking the first step
by discovering your own poverty
and move forward.
Glory be to God, forever. Amen.

because you will guide people to
God. How can a city on a hill
be hidden? Righteousness from
Christ will shine, because it is not
your own light, but it is Christ’s
righteousness in you that shines.
It is like the moon that ref lects
the light of the sun, though in
itself, the moon is just a dark
planet. When we put on the
righteousness of Christ, we will
shine bright because it is the light
of Christ in us. God intended
that people see your light. For
what the purpose is a candle if it
is put under a basket? Your light
is to be seen by others and to give
light to all who are in the world.
This is the light of Christ in you.
Therefore, shine bright. You did
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The Adventure of Faith (I)
By James Helmy

“Faith without good works is meaningless”

W

hether we know
it or not, we
are in constant
danger
of
having our faith degenerate into
an old and worthless museum
piece. I recently confided
in a dear friend of mine my
concern over the lack of zeal
of our congregation. “Church
often feels like a country
club,” I told him. “We get
together once or twice a week
to do something interesting
or amusing together then get
in our cars to head home.” He
nodded in agreement. “We
sing, ‘Your death, O Lord,
we proclaim.’ But whom are
we proclaiming it to? To each
other.” He nodded again. “I feel
guilty just driving home after
church on Sunday. It doesn’t
make sense. We should go and
‘proclaim it’ to the community
and to the world.” He nodded
his
head
enthusiastically.

12
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We were holding this
cathartic conversation
while driving to visit
a friend who had been
in the hospital for over
a month. Our “good
deed” was inspired by
a motivational talk Bishop
Youssef had recently given at
our church. He was delivering
an exposition on the Parable
of the sheep and goats, and
the thrust of his message was
that. I am paraphrasing, faith
without charitable works is
null and void. Faith. The
word sometimes throws me
into dire perplexities. How
does one develop a deep and
meaningful faith, and how does
one safeguard against its slow
demise? I worry that the faith
of many is just slightly more
alive than that of a mummy’s,
and this worry at times borders
on despair. But then again,
why am I worrying about
everyone else’s faith? Who
made me general manager of
the world? Despite that, I am
convinced that the Orthodoxy
that binds us together in a
common faith should f low into

an Orthopraxy that binds us
together in a common mission.
His Grace’s comments were
significant. What meaning
has faith that does nothing?
What value has a profession
of faith that does not produce
fruit? And the doing that is
required of faith is not some
spectacular feat of charity.
His Grace cited St. John
Chrysostom’s comment on the
parable that Christ did not
expect the righteous to heal
the sick but only to visit them.
He does not order us to free
the prisoner but only to be by
his side. This, I thought, is the
true substance of faith. Even
if I can not unravel all the
mysteries of God, or penetrate
the puzzle of the cosmos, or
even understand that enigma
that I call myself—at least I
can obey Christ’s orders to
go the second mile, to give
away my tunic, to pray for
my enemy. And these things,
which I once thought were
the lowliest acts of religion,
turn out to be the greatest.

The Adventure of Faith (I)

Our sick friend in the hospital
was in critical condition. In
fact, it was fatal. I cannot
explain the feeling that rises in
the pit of your stomach when
you ask a young friend in the
hospital how he is doing, and
he responds, “I’m dying.” He
was only in his mid-20s; yet
his organs were failing, and the
doctors tried everything they
could. We passed the majority
of the visit in silence; his body
was so racked with pain that
he sat for long periods with his
eyes shut and teeth clenched,
waiting for a sudden seizure of
pain to pass. What could I do?
What could I say? All words fall
like dead leaves in the face of
such circumstances. I searched
my brain for some helpful bit of
philosophy or preaching to relay
to him, but nothing worthy was
found. At least, I thought, I was
there with him. I visited him. I
did all I could do, and it was
enough. He took me into a long
silent embrace before I left.
“We are His workmanship,
created in Christ Jesus for good
works, which God prepared
beforehand that we should walk
in them.” St. Paul apparently
intends to say in this verse that
God designed us in the same
way that a smith designs a
tool, that is, with a teleological
purpose in mind. A hammer
is designed to smash nails, not

By James Helmy
just to attend conferences on
nail smashing; a saw is meant
to cut wood, not just to hear
lectures on the varieties and
nature of wood. And we are
created, it seems, not just to
hear sermons and recite creeds
(though those are extremely
important) but also to go out
and “do good” for the world—
or at least our local community.
I am not called to be like St.
Athanasius, and I lack the
energy and boldness of St. Basil;
but, like St. Paul, “I am what
I am,” and I must ensure that
the particular grace God has
given me does not go to waste.

them to carry their cross, and
commissioned them to go
out into the world and “make
disciples of all the nations.” In
order to fulfill our little part of
that great commission, we must
take the first step right over the
boundary of our comfort zone.

Our faith needs to be
constantly challenged, pruned,
provoked, shaken-up, and put
to a living test. This is because
faith, in order to remain alive
and active, must always be
inspired by new adventures. An
“adventure” does not include
just things like mountainclimbing or hiking; it means
any new mission or project
taken up to achieve a higher
purpose, and helping a brother
in need is a very high purpose.
Our zeal must constantly be
born again. Christ clearly did
not desire to found a Church
of comfortable and complacent
believers whose “good works”
amount to sitting on a pew.
He rounded up a band of
hearty men and women, urged
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He Made the Two into One
We are always in contact with heaven.
By Theopeste Kerelos

M

any times, we view
matters
from
the
wrong perspective, as
Gehazi, the servant
of the prophet Elisha, did. Gehazi
feared when the Syrians surrounded
the Israelites to attack them.
However, Elisha approached the
situation in a sublime manner and
saw the “horses and chariots of fire”
that were defending the Israelites.1
When Elisha observed Gehazi’s
fear, he prayed that God might open
his eyes so that he would perceive
those heavenly forces surrounding
and protecting the people of God.
This scenario portrays the strong
connection between man and heaven,
a connection that has progressed
greatly throughout human history.
As His Grace Bishop Youannis, the
late bishop of Gharbia, said, “…
man is a heavenly creature [and] is
constantly in contact with heaven.”
Since the beginning of time and
until this day, there are situations
in which heaven approaches man
or vice versa, and while this contact
is oftentimes via the “ministering
spirits sent forth to minister for
those who will inherit salvation,”2 it
also sometimes occurs between the
Lord of glory Himself and man. For
example, when God wanted to save
Noah and his family from the f lood,
14
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He communicated with him directly. Likewise, God
openly spoke with Abraham to guide him and, of course,
He communicated with Moses and Joshua countless times
to lead the children of Israel into the promised land.
Meanwhile, angels came in contact with people, such
as when they rescued Lot and his family from Sodom and
Gomorrah. They also helped the prophets and leaders
of the children of Israel, as in the abovementioned story
of Elisha. There are also situations where it was man
who held on to the link between himself and heaven,
with full assurance that he would find the solutions in
his true homeland. Such examples include Samson who
besought God to aid him in bringing down the temple
of the Philistines, and Elijah, who relied on God when
opposing Jezebel. Nevertheless, all those people in the
Old Testament who crossed the gap between heaven and
earth “died in faith, not having received the promises…
[and desiring] a better, that is, a heavenly country.”3
In the New Testament though, heaven and earth are

He Made the Two into One

much closer together and the
relationship between heaven
and us is much more in depth.
Many saints in the New
Testament saw the Lord of
glory and His angels, as when
St. Stephen, the archdeacon and
first martyr, “gazed into heaven
and saw the glory of God, and
Jesus standing at the right hand
of God.”4 In contrast, in the
Old Testament, Moses was only
allowed to see the Lord’s back,
for no man could see God and
live. In the New Testament,
it is as if we spiritually abide
in heaven, “since we are
surrounded by so great a cloud
of witnesses,”5 referring to the
angels and saints whose prayers
and intercessions we sometimes
take for granted. There is a
mutual fellowship between
those heavenly beings and us,
as expressed by the words in
the Commemoration of the
Saints.7 At the beginning of
the Commemoration, the priest
starts by saying, “As this, O
Lord, is the command of Your
Only-Begotten Son, that we
share in the commemoration of
Your saints,” and concludes by
saying, “all the choir of Your
saints, through whose prayers
and supplications have mercy
on us all and save us.” Hence,

By Theopeste Kerelos

we honor the saints while
they, in turn, share their
heavenly blessings with us.
The
aforementioned
Bishop Youannis was
once asked if there
was a telephone in the
monasteries of Wadi El
Natroun [Natrun Valley,
Egypt], to which he replied
that they have a telephone
that contacts heaven directly.
He explained that when we
call upon a saint, our prayer is
heard immediately and the saint
replies by coming to the rescue.
God does not allow us to see
this because He knows that we
cannot tolerate the appearance
of this great glory. Speaking of
our contact with saints, Bishop
Youannis also contemplates
on the Matins Doxology (in
which each saint is mentioned
by name) as a morning greeting.
Therefore,
Elisha,
the
prophet, was not exaggerating
when he reassured his servant,
Gehazi, that “those who are
with us are more than those
who are with them. 6 Thus, we
shall be like Gehazi if we do not
fully comprehend the extent of
the eternal relationship between
man and heaven and do not
appreciate how close we are to
our heavenly home. Rather, we
must understand that we are,

by nature, heavenly creatures
and are constantly in contact
with heaven. Man is on the
phone with heaven, and
heaven will never hang up on
man, so, should man hang up
and forsake his true home?

1 Ephesians 2:10.
2 Kings 6:17.
2 Hebrews 1:14.
3 Hebrews 11:13, 16.
4 Acts 7:55.
5 Hebrews 12:1.
6 2 Kings 6:16.
7 The Commemoration of
the Saints is a component of
the three Divine Liturgies
used in the Coptic Orthodox
Church: St. Basil; St. Gregory;
St. Cyril.
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Home
HOME
Where I belong.

H

ome is where
one belongs,
a place that
you call your
own. It is
where you were born and
your parents and siblings
lived. It is where you spent
your infancy and childhood
and where your friends
lived nearby and visited. It
is where you slept, woke up,
walked for the first time,
ate, played, and grew to
be a child. It is where you
cried, screamed, giggled,
and laughed, and where
you experienced your first
feelings of joy, sadness,
happiness, and love. It is
where you invited your
friends to play and spend
time together. It is a place
that makes you feel warm
inside because you know
so well its people, walls,
corners, rooms, and even
smell. You are so familiar
with its features, each of
which has a story to tell in
16
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which you were a part. You may
have engraved your name on one
of its stones or wood planks or
left your footprint on a cement
slab or windowsill. It is the first
“world” you came to perceive
and the window through which
you learned of “otherness”—
other families, people, countries,
races, habits, cultures, and ways
of life. Your home is where you
first came to realize that your
family had a decision maker
whose authority extended to
all the home’s inhabitants. It
is where the beginnings of
your character started to form
and where you will always
feel nostalgic to return if you
left it. You feel a deep kinship
and
comforting
familiarity
with it. After all, it is “home.”
Similar feelings of identity
are generated towards one’s
own country and citizenship,
where the sense of belonging,
camaraderie, and companionship
is shared with fellow citizens.
The sense of strangeness, if
you travel abroad to another

By Boulis Ibrahim

country, is also shared as a
common feeling. These feelings
arise from the “conditioning”
that your surroundings (places,
people, and familiar behavior)
impart on you and those
who share them with you.
Likewise,
believers
have
similar feelings towards heaven.
We have fellowship with one
another, and have a “home” that
we call our own. We also share
the same “identity,” belong to
the same spiritual place, ascribe
to the same culture and values,
and have the same citizenship.
We are born of water and the
Spirit in baptism, share the
same faith and belief, receive
the same calling, and have the
same common goal, which is to
conform to the image of Christ.
We fight the same enemy under
the leadership of one King and
have the same set of spiritual
armor. We are called into unity
with one another and are given
the position of adopted children
of our King, whom we call

HOME

Where I belong.

By Boulis Ibrahim

“our Father.” Collectively, we constitute
the Church, which will be joined to
its Godhead at what is described as a
“wedding,” in which the Bridegroom is our
King, the Son of God Himself. This union
will be the revelation of the glory of the
“children of God.” Our King is preparing
a place for us, a home unto eternity and
we eagerly await His promised return to
transform our lowly bodies to a form fit
for eternity and to take us there. This
abode is called “the heavenly Jerusalem”
or “heaven.” It will be the dwelling of God
with His adopted children. In it, there will
be no pain, strife, struggle, hunger, thirst,
sickness, sorrow, sighing, night, darkness,
enemy, thieves, decay, or death. There will
be righteousness, comfort, repose, joy, and
glory. The throne of God will be in it and the
glory of God and the Lamb will be its light.
Identity and belief shape what we do and
how we live. St. Paul tells us in Philippians
3 how we should live as citizens of heaven.
He says that such citizens live according
to three main principles. The first is to
“know Him,”1 for the knowledge of God is
eternal life. 2 The word “knowledge” refers
to experiential and not merely theoretical
(or cognitive) knowledge. It is knowledge
that is gained through practice, because
the true knowledge of God is hidden in the
joint work, or synergy, between the active
free will of the individual and the calling
of the Holy Spirit. The true knowledge of
God is manifest in the application of His
commandments (colloquially: “it is the
doing that counts”). The second principle
is to “press on”3 in Him; that is, to never
be satisfied with the ‘status quo’ and rather
to continually grow in the knowledge of
Christ. St. Paul considers himself not to
“have already attained”4 the prize, or to
have become “perfect,”5 but reaches ahead
and does not dwell in the past. 6 The third
principle is to “hold”7 true and be steadfast

in this growth. St. Paul likens it to a race, but this “race” is
not against others. Rather, it is a one-lane individual race
against one’s own impediments and in a path assigned to you
in knowing Him. Each of us has a highly tailored individual
and personal path to follow in knowing Him. The aim is
not to compete against others (in fact, it is rather to help
and support each other), but to continually improve and
work unceasingly on transforming one’s own character to
conform to that of Christ. To us, heaven is our “home.”

1
2
3
4
5
6
7

Philippians 3:12.
John 17:3.
Philippians 3:14.
Ibid 3:12.
Ibid.
Ibid 3:13.
Ibid 3:13-14.
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Prophecies about Jesus’ First Coming
Fundamental Realities for Every Christian to Know

By Mounir Ragheb

A

ll the prophecies
in
the
Old
Testament about
the first coming
of Jesus Christ were fulfilled
with His birth and arrival
more than 2000 years ago.
Presently, believers are waiting
for the fulfillment of all the
New Testament’s prophecies
about His second coming
on the clouds. Prophecies
of Jesus’ first coming span
more than 1000 years, from
Genesis (about 1450 BC) to
Malachi (5th Century BC).*

18
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Moreover, these prophecies
were declared by prophets,
most of whom had never met,
stretching from generation to
generation, starting before the
era of Moses (around the year
1410 BC), passing through the
eras of David (1000 BC), Isaiah
(8th Century BC), Daniel (6th
Century BC), and Zechariah
(6th Century BC), ending with
Malachi’s last prophecies in the
Old Testament (5th Century BC),
which predicted the arrival of
John the Baptist’s ministry, paving
the road for the appearance and
mission of the Lord Jesus Christ.

From the start, beginning
with Genesis 3:15 on to the rest
of the holy books, God promised
that He would send a Savior to
crush the devil. The entire Bible
points to that event through His
prophets: prophesizing the time,
place, and life of the Savior.
So, what is the definition
of a prophecy? According to
Webster’s Ninth New Collegiate
Dictionary (1986), “prophecy”
means, “the inspired declaration
of divine will and purpose,”
and “an inspired utterance
of a prophet, a prediction of

Prophecies about Jesus’ First Coming

something to come” (p. 943).
Why
to
us

did
God
Speak
through
Prophets?

The mission of Jesus was so
central to God’s plan that it was
repeatedly prophesied, generation
after generation, century after
century, through the prophets.
Prophets do not invent or
improvise their messages, but only
pass on what they have received
from God. “Knowing this first,
that no prophecy of Scripture is
of any private interpretation, for
prophecy never came by the will
of man, but holy men of God
spoke as they were moved by
the Holy Spirit.” (2 Peter 1:2021). Essentially, they speak with
authority on God’s behalf, as
mediators. Amos also attested to
this by saying, “Surely the Lord God
does nothing, unless He reveals
His secret to His servants the
prophets” (Amos 3:7). Revealing
God’s plans has a purpose as
illustrated by Chris Heinz1
(August 2011), when stating that
“prophecy gains our attention,
confirms God’s Word, proves
that God is alive and involved,
deepens our intimacy with God,
and practices his presence.”
A prophet teaches us what our
heavenly Father wants us to know
and do. Our heavenly Father
gives His message to His children
on earth through the prophets.
As Child and Franco2 (March

By Mounir Ragheb

2011) tell us, “He knows His
prophets are honest, responsible,
trustworthy, and righteous”. In the
book of Numbers, God promises
to speak to his people through
visions and dreams to prophets
(Numbers 12:6). At times, the
prophets, such as Jeremiah, were
to speak the words that God put
into their mouths ( Jeremiah 1:9,
2:1). At other times, God dictated
words for the prophets to write
( Jeremiah 36:1-4). In most eras
of past human existence, God did
not leave humans without a guide,
without a leader, or without a
prophet pointing to the right
course, avoiding our running
astray and becoming disoriented.
A Holistic Perspective of
What Was to Come
Chapter 53 of the book of Isaiah,
in its entirety, is one of the most
expressive, comprehensive, and
sequential presentations of what
was to come, illustrating the
life of our Savior Jesus Christ,
His sacrifices, and His great
offerings to humanity, presenting
an almost complete portrait of
what will come. It starts with His
appearance as an ordinary man and
continues on to His rejection, His
great sorrow and grief, oppression,
and silence before accusers as a
sacrificed lamb, despite the fact
that He was innocent of any
violence or deceit is methodically
depicted. It includes how He was

numbered with transgressors
and buried in a rich man’s grave.
Isaiah chapter 53 also covers
Christ being confined and
persecuted for the sins of the
world, bearing penalty for
human iniquities, and achieving
God’s will that He would give up
his life to save humanity, as God
promised in Genesis 3:15. Finally,
as a climax for Jesus’ existence
on earth, it was predicted for
Him to be resurrected and live
forever, and that in heaven He
will have the power to intercede
to God on behalf of humankind.
No account in the Old Testament
about the commission of Jesus
Christ can match, or even
come close, in specific details
and sequence, as to what is
presented in Isaiah chapter 53.
The order of the significant
areas
predicted
by
the
prophets will be reported
as follows: the nativity of
Christ Jesus, His ministry,
His suffering, His death, His
resurrection, and His divinity.
*Dates reported here were cited from:
Scof ield, C. I. (1967). Oxford NIV
Scof ield Study Bible. Oxford University
Press, N. Y.
1 Chris Heinz (Aug. 30, 2011). Ten
reasons God uses prophecy. (Retrieved
from the Internet on Aug. 28, 20162.
2 Child, JoAnn and Franco,
CritistinaMarch 2011). Heavenly
Father speaks to us through hi prophets.
(Retrieved from the Internet on Aug.
28, 2016).
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Questions & Answers
Question #1: Do we believe there are levels in heaven?
If so, what are they?
God Himself will be with them and be their God. And God
Answer: There are three heavens: the f irst one is the will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no
heaven of birds, the second one is space, and the third more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more
one is the paradise of joy. St. Paul caught a glimpse of pain, for the former things have passed away’” (Revelation
paradise when he described the third heaven. It was 21:31-4).
“In My Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not
described as the third heaven because it was beyond
so,
I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you, I
earth and space “—such a one was caught up to the
third heaven....—-whether in the body or out of the will come again and receive you to myself; that where I am,
body I do not know, God knows— how he was caught there you may be also. And where I go you know, and the
up into Paradise and heard inexpressible words...” (2 way you know” ( John 14:2-4). These verses are supporting
Corinthians 12:2-4). There is also what is called the evidence of the different levels (ranks) in heaven prepared
heaven of heavens: “To Him who rides on the heaven of for us by God. It is one “house,” which is one heaven. But, in
this house, there are many mansions, as St. Paul said, “For
heavens” (Psalm 68:33).
The current heavens hosted the creation and the f irst one star differs from another star in glory” (1 Corinthians
earth became the complicated home of the exiled man 15:41). How comforting it is to know that God Himself is
and his descendants. After the restoration of humanity, preparing a place specif ically designed for each one of us far
the faithful who kept God’s commandments will enjoy more beautiful than we could imagine and far better than
the ever presence of God: “Now I saw a new heaven and we deserve.
a new earth for the f irst heaven and the f irst earth had
Question #2: Who will inherit eternal life?
passed away. And also there was no more sea. Then I,
John, saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down Answer: Matthew Chapter 19, Verse 19 tells us, “Everyone
out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother
for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from heaven or wife or children or lands, for my name’s sake.”
saying ‘Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and
He will dwell with them, and they shall be His people.
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Family Ministry Program (FMP)
Spring Registration deadline: (visit suscopts.org)

DIOCESE EVENTS

Theological Seminary Program
Registration deadline: March 15, 2017

TX: Nov. 10-12, 2017; GA: May 19-21, 2017

DIOCESE PROGRAMS

H.O.P.E. Social Services hope.suscopts.org
A social services program designed to help those in need.

Pre-Marital Retreat

Florida Youth Convention

March 3-5, 2017

FOR MORE - See suscopts.org
* Dates are subject to change. Please check www.suscopts.org

Diocese Photos
St. Athanasius Theological Seminary Program Class of 2016, St. Stephen Retreat Center | Titusville, Florida

Consecration of Mother Mariam, St. Mary & St. Demiana Convent |

Dawsonville, Georgia
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Diocese Photos
IMPACT Young Professionals’ Conference, St. Stephen Retreat Center |
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Titusville, Florida

Diocese Photos
Diocese Clergy Meeting, St. Stephen Retreat Center |

Titusville, Florida
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Diocese Photos
St. Antony’s Cathedral |
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Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates

Diocese Photos
Opening of Archangel Michael Church |

Bedford, Texas
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Diocese Photos
Ordination of Fr. Joshua Gerges, St. George
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| Tampa, Florida

Diocese Photos
Consecration of Sister Sophia and Mother Demiana, St. Mary & St. Demiana Convent
Dawsonville, Georgia

Semi-Annual Conference of North American Bishops |

Diocese of New York & New England

Thanksgiving Family Convention, St. Stephen Retreat Center |

Titusville, Florida
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