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The Crowns

“Blessed is the man who 
endures temptation; for when 
he has been approved, he will 

receive the crown of life which the 
Lord has promised to those who 
love Him” ( James 1:12).

The Holy Bible mentions 
many rewards and a number of 
crowns that God promises to 
those who love Him. The types of 
rewards are many (see the book of 
Revelations) but there is specific 
mention of five crowns. The first is 
the ‘imperishable crown,’1  which 
is given to those who run the 
race in earnest so as to win the 
prize by disciplining their bodily 
desires. The second is the ‘crown 
of rejoicing,’2  given to those who 
faithfully preach and lead others 
to Christ. The third is the ‘crown 
of righteousness,’3  given to those 
who, like the five wise virgins, are 
ready and waiting for His return, 
and who love the appearance of 
the Lord. The fourth is the ‘crown 
of life,’4  given to those who love 
Him by enduring and remaining 
steadfast during sufferings, tests, 
and temptations. The fifth crown 
is the ‘crown of glory,’5  given to 
those who lead a righteous life 
and teach with their good example 
those assigned to their care. The 
bible also mentions many rewards 
to those believers who, through 
their patience and steadfastness in 
the faith and their obedience to the 
Word of God, have overcome sin, 
trials, and tests through Christ, and 
through the power of The Holy 
Spirit.

One must not confuse 
salvation with these rewards and 
crowns, for salvation is a gift given 
freely through faith in Jesus Christ 
and His act of redemption on the 

Holy Cross.6  Faith is also a gift of 
God, not of works, lest anyone should 
boast.7  But since through faith and 
Baptism we received the Holy Spirit, 
and those who are led by the Spirit of 
God are the sons of God and are His 
adopted children,8  we should strive to 
walk in newness of life.9  This newness 
is the realization that because we are 
saved by His grace and that we are 
His workmanship, we are “created in 
Christ Jesus for good works, which 
God prepared beforehand that we 
should walk in.”10  In other words, 
we do these good works because we 
have become the family of God, His 
household, and members of His body. 
We do not do these good works to 
gain salvation or to prepare us for 
being adopted by God, because there 
is no work that a human can do that 
can achieve salvation. In fact, we can 
do nothing without Him,11 let alone 
save ourselves.

The rewards and crowns are, 
therefore, God’s awards to those who 
have truly walked in newness of life 
and have been approved, because 
they successfully demonstrated the 
genuineness of their faith.12  Those are 
the ones that are led by the Spirit and 
have overcome sin and the evil one by 
the love of God and by disciplining 
their desires, enduring temptation and 
sufferings, standing steadfast in faith, 
leading a life of righteousness and 
obedience, participating in the Holy 
Sacraments, teaching by example, 
leading others to Christ, and awaiting 
in eagerness His return. There are 
crowns for these achievements. They 
are achievements because they are 
partly based on the individual’s efforts 
in walking in the Spirit. I say ‘partly,’ 
because these efforts are initiated, 
enabled, and empowered by Him, “for 
it is God who works in you both to 

will and to do 
for His good 
pleasure.”13 

F ina l l y, 
it is true 
that some 
believers do more than others. Also, 
some believers excel in some of these 
endeavors than in others. We are all 
called for holiness, but there are some 
individuals who are known beforehand 
by God to be able to go the extra mile 
in particular endeavors, and these are 
called by God to do so. For example, 
Saul of Tarsus, was specifically called 
to evangelize the gentiles and endure 
high levels of suffering.14 God called, 
empowered, encouraged, and supported 
him in various ways to fulfil this 
specific and difficult mission. With 
this support, Saint Paul was then able 
to say his famous words “I can do all 
things through Christ who strengthens 
me.”15 He faithfully carried out the 
good things that God had set before 
him to do, and nearer the end he was 
able to say: “Finally, there is laid up for 
me the crown of righteousness, which 
the Lord, the righteous judge, will 
give to me on that Day and not to me 
only but also to all who have loved His 
appearing.”16 

                         By Boulis IbrahimGifts or reward?

  1 1 Cor. 9:24, 25.
  2 1 Thess. 2:19, 20.
  3 2 Tim. 4:8.
  4 Jas. 1:12, Rev. 2:10.
  5 1 Pet. 5:2-4.
  6 Rom. 3;22, Eph. 2:8.
  7 Eph. 2:8. 
  8 Rom. 8:13-16.
  9 Rom. 6:4.
  10 Eph. 2:10.
  11 Jn. 15:5.
  12 1 Pet. 1:7.
  13 Phil. 2:13.
  14 Acts 9:16.
  15 Phil. 4:13.
  16 2 Tim. 4:8.
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Even The Poor Must Fast 
                         By David W.T. Brattston

 1 Didascalia 19.
 2 Aristides Apology 15.
 3 Similitude 5.37.
 4 Homilies on Leviticus 10.2.6.
 5 Stromata 3.4.

Even poor people must strive towards the 
prize of helping the less fortunate

Christians like to believe 
they are already 
striving to provide 

enough food to the hungry and 
needy. This article examines 
the thoughts of Christian 
writers who lived so early that 
they—or Christians not many 
generations earlier—personally 
knew Jesus or at least His 
f irst followers, and thus could 
remember His unwritten 
teachings and interpretations 
of Scripture. They believed that 
Christians must strenuously 
exert themselves towards this 
prize, more than do most of us 
in the 21st century. 

At least to Christians 
before AD 250, giving food to 
the needy was not to be pursued 
half-heartedly. A Syrian church 
manual compiled before AD 
240 required deacons to search 
through the parish to f ind 
anyone who was in need. If so, 
they and their bishop were to 
spend church funds, including 
their own income if necessary, 
to feed them.1 

Christians with only 
enough food for themselves 
were not exempt. If necessary, 
they were to deprive themselves 
of even their very little, in 
order to produce something for 
less fortunate people, who were 
absolutely destitute and on the 
verge of starvation. Describing 
Christian ethics in AD 125, a 

Christian in Athens wrote: “And 
if there is among them any that 
is poor and needy, if they have no 
spare food, they fast two or three 
days in order to supply to the 
needy their lack of food.”2 

Dating from Italy between 
AD 100 to 150, the Shepherd 
of Hermas was a collection of 
teachings on the Christian life 
given to a brother of a bishop of the 
City of Rome. When fasting, said 
Hermas, “taste nothing but bread 
and water; and having reckoned 
up the price of the dishes of the 
day which you intended to have 
eaten, you will give it to a widow, 
or an orphan, or to some person 
in want.”3 

This passage was cited 
around AD 240 by the famous 
Coptic Christian teacher Origen, 
who heartily endorsed the 
practice and motive.4  Going 
without food in order to feed 
others was also advocated in the 
middle of the second century 
AD by The Sentences of Sextus 
267, a collection of sayings and 
teachings for the Christian life 
that was used so widely it was 
translated into many languages.

Remember that the church 
manual said the clergy may have 
to go without.

 Just as the poor share the 
food of better-off Christians—
if only minimally so—so fasting 
believers share the hunger of 
the needy. This was expressed 
another way in the AD 190s 
by the Egyptian church father 
Clement of Alexandria. He noted 
that Christians share food and 
everything else—except wives 

and sex.5 
This teaching, that 

Christians are to go to 
extraordinary lengths toward the 
goal of providing enough food 
for all, was recorded in so wide a 
geographic area and at such early 
dates that it could have come 
only from Jesus Himself.
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The story of the woman1 at 
the well is known for the 
consolation it offers to 

the human soul; but it can also 
be encountered as something 
surprisingly new, when one 
comes to it with a fresh and 
open mind. It is an archetypal 
story; that is, in this incident we 
read—in one way or another—
the story of us all. I doubt that 
there is a single saint or sinner in 
the history of Christendom that 
has not at some point identif ied 
with the woman at the well. And 
if for some reason we have not 
been able to identify with her, 
then we at least wish that we 
could somehow step into her 
sandals.

For the story is bursting with 
hope. It uplifts the downtrodden 
heart. It can make the weary 
eyes twinkle again for a season. 
We sit listening to it with our 
faces buried in our hands, nearly 
overwhelmed by “the slings and 
arrows of outrageous fortune,” 
and as Saint John narrates it to us 
in his uniquely meditative way, 
we feel that he places his hand 
upon our shoulders, and says, 
“Listen. It will be alright.” The 
story is a universal balm for our 
wounds, because one does not 
need to be especially spiritual or 
virtuous to understand it; indeed, 
it happened to one who was not 
herself particularly spiritual or 
virtuous. 

A disreputable woman of 
Samaria draws water from a 
well in the heat of the noonday 
sun, because she feels herself 
unworthy of being seen or heard 

by “decent” folk. Christ then 
approaches the well at that 
inconvenient and unreasonable 
hour in order to make a request 
of her: “Give Me a drink.” The 
Lord specif ically asks for the 
service of an unreligious person. 
This is the f irst surprise. 
Naturally, she immediately 
protests. The idea to her is 
utterly inconceivable. 

Then Jesus goes on: “If you 
knew the gift of God, and who 
it is who says to you, ‘Give Me 
a drink,’ you would have asked 
Him, and He would have given 
you living water.”2  The gift of 
God! She did not go to the well 
expecting to receive a gift from 
anyone. And she had no idea 
who or what was being offered 
to her. She took Jesus’ seemingly 
casual comment to be an ordinary 
request for water; but in reality, 
it was a calling. This is the 
second surprise. He was offering 
her the gift of God’s calling, the 
gift of renewal and joy. But she 
answered the call by turning it 
down! If only she knew what she 
was doing. Our ignorance of the 
gifts that are available to us, and 
of our deep, deep need for them, 
often cause us to turn down the 
best things in life. 

The woman said to Him, 
“Sir, You have nothing to draw 
with, and the well is deep.”3  
Christ attempts to lift her mind 
to spiritual things, but she insists 
on remaining on the earthly, 
practical, uninspired level of 
life. Many people who are in 
dire emotional or psychological 
distress never recover from their 

An Unexpected Visitant 
                         By James Helmy

A story bursting with hope.

maladies, simply because they 
refuse the helping hand that 
is stretched out to them. The 
Lord then tries to make her 
understand the difference 
between the water sitting at the 
bottom of the old well and the 
eternal water that He offers to 
make spring forth from within 
her. 

“Whoever drinks of this 
water will thirst again, but 
whoever drinks of the water 
that I shall give him will never 
thirst. But the water that I 
shall give him will become 
in him a fountain of water 
springing up into everlasting 
life.”4  Her interest is piqued. 
Christ has touched on 
something that stirs her very 
depths. He has identif ied a 
void in her life, and He claims 
now the mysterious power to 
f ill it. She decides to take the 
risk of probing further, and 
the counter-cultural dialogue 
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An Unexpected Visitant
                         By James Helmy 

  1 Jn. 4.
  2 Jn. 4:10.
  3 Jn. 4:11.
  4 Jn 4:13-14.

continues between the Jewish 
man and the Samaritan woman. 
After a few more exchanges, she 
is convinced. She is in need of 
some transcendent thing that she 
has never been able to def ine—
possibly never before pursued or 
imagined—and now it is being 
offered directly to her. She is so 
excited that she leaves her water-
pot at the well, and makes her 
way straight to the city to spread 
the news.

Now this little detail 
preserved for us by the 
evangelist—the forsaking of the 
water-pot—is highly suggestive. 
She had brought it along to f ill 
it with the contents of the well; 
but now it appears that she no 
longer needs it. What is running 
through her mind? It is really 
unlike a woman to be so absent-
minded as to forget an essential 
item she had been carrying with 
her and to run off empty-handed. 
What is really an accident? 
Could it be that she intentionally 
left it sitting by the wayside, as 

an emblem of a new vision in 
life? It is a question that can 
never be f inally answered; but 
the fact will always stand as it 
does in the story, to provoke our 
curiosity. 

But the lesser act of 
abandoning the old clay pot is 
followed by the greater act of 
abandoning an old life—with 
all its failings, complexes, and 
problems. Christ evidently did 
not select some arbitrary woman 
who happened to be at the well 
during the noontime. He must 
have seen or foreknown that she 
had an inward disposition for 
spiritual life. She was capable 
of better things, but her better 
self was buried deep under a 
stinking pile of lies, confusion, 
and the f lesh. So, Christ 
seems to have approached the 
Samaritan woman with the aim 
of bringing out her beautiful 
side, in much the same way that 
Michelangelo would carve out a 
beautiful statue from a lifeless 
stone. And she submitted to the 
carver’s hand. 

Someone recently made 
the comment in my hearing 
that the Samaritan woman is 
really Christ’s f irst apostle. 
She was living under the old 
covenant of moral demands 
and punishments, and she had 
utterly failed to be a “good” 
person; she had no hope of 
one day being a “religious” 
person. But then Christ comes 
with words, not of law, but of 
grace, and the fetters begin to 
fall from her limbs. He brings 
her into the New Testament 

era of love and mercy; she is 
charged with so much zeal 
that she feels a burning desire 
to go tell everyone whom she 
knows about the Messiah. 
This is her calling. We must 
all be wary of neglecting our 
calling in life. And it often 
begins with a completely 
unexpected visitation. 

7
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Gratitude: Theology and Doctrine

                 By H.G. Bishop Youssef 

“We give thanks to the God 
and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, praying always 

for you” (Colossians 1:3). A 
thankful heart belongs to God. 
Communication with God 
consists of a set of connected 
tender interactions. Giving 
thanks is not contingent upon the 
petition being granted, but rather, 
thanksgiving is a fundamental 
principle that complements prayer 
and supplication. “Be anxious 
for nothing, but in everything 
by prayer and supplication, with 
thanksgiving, let your requests be 
made known to God” (Philippians 
4:6). Thanksgiving is a companion 
of prayer and supplication 
regardless of the outcome and 
evinces a sure confidence in 
God that His will be done. The 
petitioner is endowed with peace 
and serenity by the assurance that 
the end result is in God’s hands. 
Non-believers are confounded 
by this remarkable characteristic 
of “giving thanks always for all 
things to God the Father in the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ” 
(Ephesians 5:20). Whether in 
gladness or in sorrows, gratitude is 
in the heart and on the lips of true 
Christians. By giving thanks in all 
circumstances, every predicament 
sheds its detriment at the feet of 
the Lord. St. Paul encourages 
the believers to persevere by a 
deliberate trio of stances—always, 
ceaselessly, and in everything. 

“Rejoice always, pray 
without ceasing, 
in everything give 
thanks; for this is the 
will of God in Christ 
Jesus for you” (1 
Thessalonians 5:16-
18). 

The Church 
uses the word 
Eucharist, meaning 
“thanksgiving,” because our 
Lord Jesus Christ offered 
Himself as the only acceptable 
Sacrifice. This Holy Mystery 
is the ultimate demonstration 
of love and the highest form of 
ransom and redemption offered 
by the sacred body and blood of 
Christ the Lord. “And He took 
bread, gave thanks and broke 
it, and gave it to them, saying, 
“This is My body which is given 
for you; do this in remembrance 
of Me” (Luke 22:19). Giving 
“thanks,” and offering “praise,” 
are sometimes interchanged in 
various translations of the Holy 
Scripture. Thus, praising and 
thanking God are spiritually 
equivalent in worship. Though 
God neither needs our gratitude 
nor our praise, it pleases Him that 
we engage Him in this form of 
dialogue because it is a relational 
context of love between a Father 
and His children. When the Lord 
healed ten lepers, but only the 
Samaritan returned, prostrated 
before Him, and thanked Him, 

He asked the whereabouts of the 
others that were healed (Cf. Luke 
17:11-19). “Were there not any 
found who returned to give glory 
to God except this foreigner?” 
(Luke 17:18). Thus, thanksgiving 
is giving glory to God, our Father.

The Church teaches us to pray 
the Lord’s Prayer throughout the 
day, beginning with these words, 
“Make us worthy to pray thankfully, 
Our Father…” Every service in 
the Coptic Orthodox Church 
begins with the Thanksgiving 
Prayer. The Prayers of the Hours 
(Agpeya) include numerous 
psalms giving thanks to the Lord. 
In the opening prayer recited while 
kneeling down in worship and in 
the First Absolution at the end 
of the Prime Prayer (First Hour), 
we thank God for allowing us to 
pass through the night in peace. 
The Morning Gloria ascribes 
thanksgiving to God in a series 
of devotional glorifications. The 
Third Hour Absolution thanks our 
compassionate God who comforts 
us with the Holy Spirit in the 
hour in which He poured the 

Special Featured Article 
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Gratitude: Theology and Doctrine
                 By H.G. Bishop Youssef 

Special Featured Article 

grace of His Holy Spirit upon His 
saintly disciples and apostles. The 
Sixth Hour Absolution thanks 
Almighty God, our King, for 
making the times of the passions 
of our Lord Jesus Christ to be a 
time of prayer and comfort. Psalm 
99 in the Ninth Hour says, “Enter 
into His gates with thanksgiving, 
and His courts with praise; give 
thanks to Him, praise His name.”1 
The Blessing Gospel is read 
during this hour commemorating 
the Lord’s compassion when He 
fed the multitude (Luke 9:10-
17). The Sunset Prayer (Eleventh 
Hour) Absolution thanks our 
compassionate God and King for 
granting to pass through the day in 
peace until the evening. We pray, 
“Graciously Accord, O Lord,” in 
Compline (Twelfth Hour), and 
say, “It is good to give thanks to 
the Lord, and to sing praises unto 
Your name, O most high.” Psalm 
118 (1) in the First Watch of the 
Midnight Prayer declares, “I will 
give thanks to You, O Lord, with 
uprightness of my heart,”2 and in 
118 (VIII), “At midnight, I usually 
arise, to give thanks to You for the 
judgments of Your righteousness.”3 
The Holy Gospel readings in 
the Midnight Watches remind 
us of the kingdom of God that 
awaits us through preparedness 
(First Watch—Matthew 25:1-
13), forgiveness (Second Watch—

Luke 7:36-50), and watchfulness 
(Third Watch—Luke 12:32-46). 
Thus, we are thankful throughout 
the day and night.

The stipulation of gratitude 
encompasses every aspect of life, 

every condition, and in whatever 
condition. The Apostle Paul states: 
“And whatever you do in word or 
deed, do all in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, giving thanks to God the 
Father through Him” (Colossians 
3:17). The Lord Christ demonstrated 
gratitude in His prayers by first 
thanking God, and thus, revealed 
the importance of thankfulness as 
a means of communication with 
God. “At that time Jesus answered 
and said, ‘I thank You, Father, Lord 
of heaven and earth, that You have 
hidden these things from the wise 
and prudent and have revealed them 
to babes’” (Matthew 11:25; Luke 
10:21). The Lord and Creator of the 
universe illustrated the significance 
of giving thanks before performing 
miracles as when He fed the five 
thousand. “And Jesus took the 
loaves, and when He had given 
thanks He distributed them to the 
disciples, and the disciples to those 
sitting down; and likewise of the 
fish, as much as they wanted” (John 
6:11). Again, He resounded the 
same method when He fed the four 
thousand, “And He took the seven 
loaves and the fish and gave thanks, 
broke them and gave them to His 
disciples; and the disciples gave to 
the multitude” (Matthew 15:36).

God expects that we offer 
one another heartfelt gratitude. 
Often, we are remiss in conveying 

appreciation toward each other. 
Gratitude is basic Christian ethics. 
Being supportive of each other and 
thankful for each one’s gifts and 
talents are a common theme amongst 
Christian teachings, fellowship, and 
discipleship. We ought to build each 
other up by expressing gratitude, 
even for the smallest effort. Count 
all these as blessings and do not 
take anything or anyone for granted. 
We can learn from St. Paul who 
conveyed gratitude for the people, 
their increasing faith, and their love 
for one another. “We are bound to 
thank God always for you, brethren, 
as it is fitting, because your faith 
grows exceedingly, and the love of 
every one of you all abounds toward 
each other” (2 Thessalonians 1:3). 
Refusing or neglecting to express 
genuine gratitude for any and every 
effort is arrogance. Humility is the 
mother of all virtues and gratitude is 
a byproduct of humility. Gratitude 
is a gift from the heart. Therefore, 
broaden your heart and offer it 
generously.

1 Ps. 100.
2 Ps. 119.
3 Ps. 119.
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From a Monastic Journal 
                         By Anonymous

Oh my sweet gentle 
Lord, my life is laid 
out before You, You 

see the past, the present, and 
the future. You know why I do 
certain things and why I don’t 
do certain things. I might forget 
the causes or the reasons, but 
not You, You remember. You 
planned my life before I was 
born and fashioned it exactly 
to f it; with such love how 
could I worry or even wonder 
about anything? I should put 
my whole life snuggly into the 
corner of Your hand and entrust 
it there, rejoicing continually 
for having such a caring loving 
thoughtful Beloved. How 
could I give my life to any 
other? You know You own this 
life and have owned it before I 
took my f irst breath (You were 
there watching, in fact You are 
the One who breathed into my 
mouth the breath of life, and 
with this my life came into 
being). Oh my Lord, who am 
I that You should love me so? 
Who am I that You should 
choose me as Your bride? I’ve 
blemished (to put it mildly) 
Your sacred Name with my life, 
I was insolent and ungrateful, 
oblivious, or careless. Oh my 
Lord, You are perfection, 
so how do You tolerate my 
imperfection? How do You 

tolerate my imperfect faith and 
trust-lacking heart? How do 
You tolerate my sluggishness 
and continued laziness in not 
pursuing perfection? How do 
You tolerate my forgetting who 
You are and who I am–forgetting 
my rightful place and forgetting 
that without You inside my life 
every second I would crumble, 
be sifted, crushed, and perish? 
How do You tolerate when I 
forget that You are the one 
holding me up, and You are the 
one working in me for good? My 
sweet Lord, how do I keep from 
ever forgetting this? Please tell 
me, show me, or make me.

My Love, I love talking 
to You. Please always open up 
my hart to talk to You about 
everything. I want to develop a 
DEEP relationship with You. 
Looking at Your picture, I 
ponder how much You suffered 
on Good Friday. How much 
You suffer every day, even now! 
How much Your heart aches for 
every soul! And how callous and 
unfeeling my heart is! I don’t 
know if I want to have Your 
heart—it might hurt too much. 
I’m not sure I can handle that—
to be in pain over every person, 
to suffer for every soul, to long 
for each human, and continually 
be rebuffed. I don’t know how 
You do it. What kind of heart 
must You have! I (my ego) 
recoil at the f irst sign of insult, 
unresponsiveness, rejection—
how do You continue to love! 
You are impossible! No human 
can continue to love and forgive 
and wait this way—no human! 
And yet, each time I turn back 

to You, I f ind You waiting for 
me! No matter how far I’ve 
strayed from You, no matter 
how long I’ve been gone—You 
remain the same—loyal. Why 
Lord? How? Why and how are 
You so awesome? How are You 
so undefeatable? How is it You 
do not get angry and just toss 
me away (God knows some 
parents toss their children out 
of the house), how is it that 
You are so patient? Waiting. 
Waiting. Waiting. You never 
give up on me. You only wait. 
Your love is unbelievable, its 
incomprehensible why we don’t 
fall in love with You more 
readily, why we are not faithful 
to You—and You wait. I’m 
baff led, my mind is boggled at 
this unquenchable love! And 
yet I remain faithless. Why? 
Why am I dragged down by the 
world? What in this existence 
is worth it, that I forget this 
incomprehensible love? How 
are You not hurt? You are 
hurt—but You continue to 
take it, You continue to love. 
I don’t understand You. Help 
me understand You. But… I’m 
afraid You’ll make me like You, 
and I don’t have the heart to 
bear all this. I’m too concerned 
about myself, my safety, my 
security, my feelings, my 
ego—that ugly nemesis that 
will torment me until the last 
breath. I know… if You make 
me like You, You will give me 
the heart to bear it… but am I 
willing? Am I willing to bear 
all this, to suffer for others, to 
feel the pain—to let go?
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General Q&A

Question
When is a person recognized as a saint in 
our Church? Is it after 50 years? What is 
the Coptic law regarding this?
Answer 
There is no fifty-year rule for the canonization 
of a saint. Pope Kyrillos VI was canonized 
before f ifty years. The Holy Synod of the 
Coptic Orthodox Church of  Alexandria 
reviews the complete life of the person and 
the impact he or she has had on their society 
or community, and then votes. Laypersons, 
monks, priests, and bishops usually initiate 
the request for the canonization process 
based on their experiences with the reposed 
person. The process has been swifter for 
the canonization of martyrs, especially in 
recent years when the evidence is clear and 
nationally televised.

Photo Credit: St. Mary and Archangel Michael Coptic Orthodoc Church, Houston
www.saintmaryhouston.org
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Holy Bible Q&A
Continued 

Question
Ephesians 
Though viewing himself as “less 
than the least of all the saints,” 
what gracious task was given to 
Paul?
Answer 
To “preach among the Gentiles 
the unsearchable riches of Christ” 
(V. 8).

“To make all see what is the 
fellowship of the mystery, which 
from the beginning of the ages has 
been hidden in God who created 
all things through Jesus Christ” 
(V. 9).

Photo Credit: St. Mary and Archangel Michael Coptic Orthodoc Church, Houston
www.saintmaryhouston.org12
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Diocese Photos
Presbyter Ordination of Fr. Nathanael Guirguis, St. Mary Coptic Orthodox Church |  Atlanta, Georgia
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Diocese Photos
Presbyter Ordination of Fr. Maurice Ibrahim, St. Athanasius Coptic Orthodox Church |  Orlando, Florida
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Diocese Photos
LEAD Conference - Christian Leadership and Development Program, St. Stephen 

Coptic Orthodox Retreat Center |  Titusville, Florida
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Diocese Photos
His Eminence Dr. Gabriel Mar Gregorios, Metropolitan of the Diocese of Trivandrum Malankara Orthodox 

Syrian Church in India Touring SUS Diocesan Churches and Centers.

St. Stephen Coptic Orthodox Christian Retreat 

and Conference Center |  Titusville, Florida St. John the Baptist Coptic Orthodox Church 

(Campus Ministry at Nova Southeastern 

University) |  Miramar, Florida 

St. Mary Coptic Orthodox Church |  Delray Beach, Florida 
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Diocese Photos
Thanksgiving Family Convention with H.G. Suriel from the Diocese of Melbourne, Australia & H.G. Bishop 

Abraham from the Diocese of Los Angeles, St. Stephen Coptic Orthodox Retreat Center |  Titusville, Florida
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Diocese Photos
SUS Diocese Pilgrimage Trip to Armenia 2017
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Diocese Photos
SUS Diocese Pilgrimage Trip to Georgia 2017
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Diocese Photos
SUS Diocese Pilgrimage Trip to Georgia 2017
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Diocese Photos
SUS Diocese Pilgrimage Trip to Georgia 2017
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Diocese Photos
Consecration of Mother Eriny, St. Mary & St. Demiana Coptic Orthodox Convent |  Dawsonville, Georgia

Presbyter Ordination of Fr. Pijimi Abba Moses, St. Mary & St. Moses Coptic Orthodox Abbey |  Sandia, Texas 
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Martyrdom of Reverend Hegumen Fr. Samaan Shehata 
Priest at Saint  Julius Akfahs Coptic Orthodox Church in Al-Fashn, Egypt
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